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TOPIC & MONTH 

Geography and Mapping 
skills 

(September) 

Pre-history, Evolution 
(September) 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

5th Grade Curriculum Map 
Michelle Decker 

CONTENT SKILLS 

Political, physical, Students will: 
special purpose • Recall
maps Vocabulary-
Elements found legends, keys,
on a map compass rose,
Map projections scale, title

How to use a map • Apply knowledge

Cartography to create maps
• use a compass to

determine map
directions

• Draw a scale to
represent
dimensions from a
3-D area to a 2-D
map

ASSESSMENT NOTES 
• PIAB- Project In A

Bag • This is a take
• Rubric style home project.

project grading • Some aspects of
• Student lead the unit are

assessment working in groups
• Vocabulary quiz to determine the

characteristics of
different maps

• Essential
question: How do
maps help us
understand the
world around us?

STANDARDS: 
• 6th grade Geographical Reasoning and map reading 
• Skill building to scaffold for 6 grade standards - 6.1 6.2, 6.3, 6.5, 6. 7
• CCSS 7.G.1 Solve problems lnvolving scale drawings of geometric figures, including computing

actual lengths and areas from a scale drawing and rep roducing a scale drawing at a different scale. 

• The beginnings • Use artifacts to • Artifact lab-groups • This is
of human society determine time • Vocabulary quiz approximately a 3

• Evolution periods (Neolithic, • Informal week unit
• Archaeology Paleolithic, discussion on • Essential
• Mesolithic) topics questions: How

• Compare the • Unit test (open did physical
differences in book) geography and
early humans climate affect the
(Australopithecus) development and
and modern growth and
humans. societies around

the world?





• Mapping • Identify cause and • PIAB- Project In A • This is a 4 week
• Geography of the effect from recent Bag unit.

Nile discovery and • Rubric style • PIAB and
• Rulers of Egypt historical events project grading classroom

Early Civilizations of 
• Egyptian • Compare and • Student lead instruction

Egypt Religion contrast gender assessment • Essential

(October/November) • Ancient Egyptian roles, access to • Unit test question: How did

culture wealth and power • Map quiz the belief in

• Cultures of and division of religion affect the

Nubia classes way people lived
• Observe real and died?

mummies • Field trip to Albany
STANDARDS: 

• Chronological Reasoning
• 6.3a Humans living in settlements
• 6.3b Complex society and civilization
• 6.3c Nile River Valley
• 6.3d Political and social hierarchies

I • Mapping skills • Compare and • 9 Page poster • Cultural cooking
• Ancient India contrast religions report using rubric (chic pea curry)
• Indus and • Compare and that class peers • ( 4-5 week unit)

Ganges River contrast Empires grade. • Essential
India and the Asian valleys • Compare and • Unit test question: How did

Subcontinent • Hinduism, contrast traditions • Map quiz major religions
(December/January) Buddhism, and of India to our own • Vocabulary quiz and belief systems

Jainism • Identify effects on • Graphic affect the
• Empires-Mauyra, social order and organizers civilization?

Gupta, and Chola gender roles • presentations
•








